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ions and caprices of the great, and to the
negligence and ignorance of the multitude.
The authority of individuals is always liable
to be called in question; but the unanimous
consent of a nation, and a fixed principle in-
terwoven with the very construction of a
language, coeval and coextensive with it,
are like the common laws of a land, or the
immutable rules of morality, the propriety
of which every man, however refractory, is
forced to acknowledge, and to which most
men will readily submit."

Here is the doctrine of majorities, and
it will be seen that Webster's conception
of usage is not the usage of the most cul-
tivated, but the general usage of a people.
It was the democratic principle carried to
its utmost length, and yet the notion of an
inhering law was quite as strongly held.
Our interest in this portion of his work is
in the examples which he gives of the usage
of his day. He points out a number of in-
stances in which the different sections of
the Union were at variance, and some of
these characteristics have certainly disap-
peared. Webster's memoranda may be
taken with some confidence, for he was a
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